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After 20 years of SCBé

òéwe see a great need for interdisciplinary efforts to 
tackle perhaps the most pervasive underlying threat of  
all by reconnecting people and nature. In our view, even 
if  all the other building blocks of  effective conservation 

are in place, we will not succeed unless the general 
public cares, and they are unlikely to care enough if  

they no longer experience nature directly. ó

~ Balmford & Cowling (2006) Fusion or Failure: The Future of  Conservation Biology
Conservation Biology 20: 3, 692 -695



Convergence of  Crises

- Sectoral (External)

- Meaning  (Internal)

- Consciousness: 

a product of  our experiences &    

conscious awareness

Crisis Syndrome

òwell-informed futilityó(Swan 2010)

òsky is fallingó (Hawken 1993, Miller 2005)

òneed to actó

ôExtinction of Experienceõ (Pyle 1978)

How to Cultivate:

reconnection? 

conservation ethic?

òlove to actó?

òéthe more experiential and 

emotional it is, the more 

meaningfulé [this] drives 

behaviour more than purely 

descriptive scientifically 

derived information.ó 

(Maiteny 2004)

Human                       Nature

òépart of the truth cannot be told;
it must be felt.ó   ~ David Orr òMan cannot stand a meaningless lifeó  ~  Carl Jung



Meaningful Nature Experiences

òPowerful exceptional experiences with/in nature that may

evoke strong emotional bonding and/or are particularly 

moving, important, affective and difficult to describe.ó 
(adapted from Swan 2010; Morse 2011)

Direct Nature Experience 

~ Pyle, Kellert,Kahn , Louv

Significant Life Experience

~ Tanner, Chawla , Gough

Synchronicity

~ Jung, Main, Peat, Swan

Peak  & ~   Maslow, McDonald    

Profound DeMares , L. Smith

Mystical ~ James, Cook, Ashley

Flow ~ Csikszentmihalyi

Awakening ~ Tayloré

òIt was meaningful to be able to experience the feeling that humanity is just part of ò the wholeó   ~  ô Consultantõ



òWhether or not the phenomenon actually exists is irrelevant: 
what is important to acknowledge is that such encounters are 

being perceived - the interpretation exists - and therefore
it may have a causal power on attitudes and 
behaviour towards the environment...ó

Dr. Maarten Jacobs

Wageningen University

ôRealityõ vs ôMeaning-Makingõ

òHe hungers for messages and when he ceases to seek and interpret them he will be no longer Man.ó ~ Loren Eiseley



Key Questions

1. What is the lived experience of MNEs actually like?

What are the common themes, contexts, characteristics?

Method : Qualitative Analysis - Phenomenology

2. Are people who have had MNEs more ôconnectedõwith

nature? Is there a (catalytic or symbiotic) relationship?

If so, can this be replicated or cultivated?

Method : Quantitative Analysis - Likert Scales / CNS

3. What insights can/should be integrated into :

a) Education for Sustainability Curricula (tertiary level)

b) Community -Based Nature Connection (18 ð30 yrs)

Online Questionnaire  - Street -Based Questionnaire  - Case Study Groups


